
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden

Section 106 Consulting Parties Meeting #1

April 10, 2019



• Welcome and Introduction

Jay Kaveeshwar, Deputy Director, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (HMSG)

• Building Envelope Repair

Carly Bond, Historic Preservation Specialist, Smithsonian Facilities

• Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden Architectural History 

Carly Bond, Historic Preservation Specialist, Smithsonian Facilities

• Sculpture Garden Goals and Programming

Melissa Chiu, Director, HMSG

• Sculpture Garden Revitalization

Al Masino, Director of Exhibits and Special Projects, HMSG

Carly Bond, Historic Preservation Specialist, Smithsonian Facilities

Faye Harwell, Director and Landscape Architect, Rhodeside & Harwell

• Next Steps

Carly Bond, Historic Preservation Specialist, Smithsonian Facilities
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Meeting Agenda



Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden is a contributing resource to the National Mall Historic 

District and determined individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

We Are Here

National Park Service, National Mall Historic District
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Section 106 Process Overview



Building Envelope Repair

Carly Bond, Smithsonian Facilities
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Existing Conditions
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Conditions Study – 2016-2019
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Existing Precast Panels
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Existing Precast Panel Attachments



Strap anchor.  Shims filling gap, strap bent Relieving angle. Corrosion, spalling, and 

uneven panel bearing

Concrete panel intentionally chipped for 

anchorage installation

Concrete spalling adjacent to relieving 

angle bearing surface

Concrete back-up wall, Water saturation

Uneven spacing between panels
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Existing Conditions
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Precast Panels – Reattachment
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Replace with Traditional Precast Panels

Fitting into existing condition will not 

meet prescriptive energy code 

requirements

Façade will need to “grow” to meet 
prescriptive energy code requirements
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Existing Condition
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Precast Panels - Offset +3”
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Existing Condition
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Precast Panels - Offset +3”
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Existing Condition



17

Precast Panels - Offset +3”



• Original Swenson Pink granite now quarried under 

the name “Salisbury Pink”

• Vendor supplies Salisbury Pink as blocks or slabs; 

separate vendor would have to be retained to 

crush to aggregate

• Additional granite options under consideration

• Original aggregate size varies from 1/2” to 3/8” in 

size
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Granite Aggregate
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North Balcony Glazing

Existing Mullion Section Proposed Mullion Section
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Balcony Door



21

Roof Drainage
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Roof Details



Comments or Questions



Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 

Architectural History

Carly Bond, Smithsonian Facilities



Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM), 1967
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Unrealized Design Concept - Expansive Reflecting Pool



Gordon Bunshaft, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1967
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Unrealized Design Concept - Expansive Reflecting Pool



Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1969
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Unrealized Design Concept – Enlarged Pool



Final Approved Design, SOM, 1971
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Realized Design



As-built conditions, 1974
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1974 Opening



• National Register documentation proposes 1974 as the period of significance

Lester Collins, 1977
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Sculpture Garden Modifications – 1977-1981



As-built conditions, 1981

31

1981 Garden Modifications
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Tunnel Modifications



Comments or Questions



Sculpture Garden 

Project and Programming Goals

Melissa Chiu, Hirshhorn



Isamu Noguchi with Nina and Gordon Bunshaft, Ryoanji, Kyoto, Japan, 1960
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Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, 1974
36



Original Tunnel Connecting the Garden and Plaza, 1974
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Existing Condition, 2019

Tunnel Connection – Past and Present



Annual Contemporary Art Exhibition at Versailles – Lee Ufan, 2014 
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Programming Inspiration



Turbine Hall at Tate Modern, Rachel Whiteread (2005); Olafur Eliasson (2003)
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Programming Inspiration



Ragnar Kjartansson, Woman in E, Hirshhorn Museum, 

2016/2017

Jen Rosenblit, I’m Gonna Need Another One, Does the Body Rule 

the Mind, Or Does the Mind Rule the Body?, Hirshhorn Museum, 

2018
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Hirshhorn Performance Art Exhibitions



Doug Aitken, Song 1, Hirshhorn Museum, 2012

41

Hirshhorn Digital Projections



Kim Gordon, Concert for Yoko Ono, Hirshhorn Museum, 2017
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Hirshhorn Music Performances
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Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors, 2017



Henry Moore, King and Queen, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden
44

Existing Sculpture Setting
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Garden Programming



Hiroshi Sugimoto, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Hirshhorn Museum, 2006
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Hiroshi Sugimoto
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Stacked Stone Walls
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Stacked Stone Wall Renderings

Renderings of bronze sculptures in front of stone walls
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Reestablishing Relationship of National Mall, Garden and Museum
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Underground Passage
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Underground Passage Concept

Garden and Museum Lower Level Hiroshi Sugimoto Sculpture at Otemachi, Tokyo
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Concept Design



Comments or Questions



Sculpture Garden Revitalization

Al Masino, Hirshhorn

Carly Bond, Smithsonian Facilities

Faye Harwell, Rhodeside & Harwell
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Current Sculpture Garden Site Plan



Visual examples of Alkali-Silica Reaction and internal sulfate attack, efflorescence, surface accumulation, 2018
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Sculpture Garden Wall Deterioration – Study 2016-2019



Pool perimeter condition, metal fin separates pool from 

perimeter gutter
Pool perimeter, deterioration of concrete and waterproofing
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Water Feature Deterioration



58

National Mall Views

East Apron West Apron National Mall Path
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Garden Organization
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Garden Plan
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Existing Accessible Route
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Improved Accessibility
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Garden Overlooks
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North Overlook
Concept Sketch Looking South
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East and West Overlooks

Section of West Overlook Section of East Overlook
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West Garden and Flexible Program

Enlarged Plan of West Garden

Potential Garden Uses
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West Garden
Concept Sketch Looking West
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West Garden
Concept Sketch Looking Southeast
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East Garden Plan – Modern Bronze Collection
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Stacked Stone Walls
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East Garden
Concept Sketch Looking West
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East Garden
Concept Sketch Looking West
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Original Entrance to Underground Passage 
Original Bunshaft Design
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Preferred Alternative - Entrance to Underground Passage 
Enlarged Opening
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Alternative 1 - Entrance to Underground Passage 
Original Opening with Skylights



76

Alternative 2 - Entrance to Underground Passage 
Maximum Stair Opening



77

Entrance to Underground Passage 
Concept Sketch of Reflecting Pool Looking South
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Underground Passage Layout
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Reflecting Pool and Performance Area
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Preferred Alternative - Reflecting Pool Studies
Proposed Pool with Dimensions
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Reflecting Pool and Performance Area

Preferred Plan of Reflecting Pool and Performance Area Example of Theater Performance

Example of performance space with 

amphitheater seating
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Reflecting Pool Detail – Seasonal Change
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Alternative 1 - Reflecting Pool Studies
Bunshaft Pool Integration and Stage
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Alternative 2 - Reflecting Pool Studies
Bunshaft Pool Integration - No Stage
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Alternative 3 – Reflecting Pool Studies
Pool Sized to Balcony Window
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Comparative Analysis of Garden Evolution
Bunshaft Plan 1974: Extant Original Elements
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Comparative Analysis of Garden Evolution
Collins Plan 1981: Extant Collins Elements
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Comparative Analysis of Garden Evolution
Extant Bunshaft and Collins Elements Combined
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Comparative Analysis of Garden EvolutionComparative Analysis of Garden Evolution
Overlay on Proposed Sugimoto Garden Design
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Cumulative Planting and Paving Changes
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Planting Plan - Trees
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Species Palette- Trees
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Shade Study at Installation
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Shade Study at Maturity 
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Planting Plan – Ground Plane
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Species Palette – Ground Plane
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Planters and Benches
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Paving Plan
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Material Palette
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Lighting Concepts



101

Concept Design



Comments or Questions



Section 106 Consultation – Next Steps

Carly Bond, Smithsonian Facilities
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South Mall Campus Master Plan Coordination



HMSG website
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South Mall Campus Master Plan Programmatic Agreement Compliance
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Draft Area of Potential Effects



Mock-ups

Swenson Pink/Salisbury Pink Granite

Stony Creek Granite
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Cleaning Tests



Please submit any written 

questions or comments on the 

content of this presentation 

to Carly Bond at 

BondC@si.edu

by May 3rd

Commission of Fine Arts 

Concept Review

June 2019

National Capital Planning 

Commission Concept Review

July 2019

Mock-ups – Precast aggregate 

concrete

TBD

Consulting Parties Meeting #2 TBD

Commission of Fine Arts

Concept Review

May 2019

National Capital Planning 

Commission Concept Review

June 2019

Mock-ups – Two stacked stone

wall options

July 2019

Consulting Parties Meeting #2 

(Mock-up review, Assessment 

of Effects – 30 days Consulting

Parties advance review notice)

July/August 2019

Envelope Repair Sculpture Garden Revitalization

mailto:BondC@si.edu
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