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Artist at Work with Youth 

Lesson Plan:  Fred Sandback 

Date:  May 15, 2010 

Grade Level:  1
st
-3

rd
; 4

th
-6

th 

 

Subject:  Line and Space: Mini Installation  

 

Theme:  If you have one large room, how would you divide the space? How does dividing up the space 

change your perception and experience of the room? 

 

Using yarn, rope, wire, and elastic cord, Fred Sandback defines and alters space.  In a sense, he creates 

sculptures without mass.  His minimalist sculptures describe the contours of imaginary geometric shapes.  

His yarn sculptures are dependent on the architecture of a room; the yarn is attached to multiple walls, the 

ceiling and floor.  The areas defined in Sandback’s work fluctuate between positive and negative space. 

Because his work is large and includes the space in and around it, Sandback’s work is often referred to as 

installation.   

 

In this Sandback-inspired project, we will make miniature versions of a string sculpture/installation, using a 

shoebox as a substitute for a room.  Then, we will make a line drawing of our sculpture to talk about 

characteristics of line and how we can use line to create an illusion of space. 

 

Example:  Untitled (Sculptural Study, Twelve-Part Vertical Construction), 1990  (09.5) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Description:  This lesson introduces young artists to the work of Fred Sandback, an artist who uses yarn, 

wire, and other materials to create virtual sculptures and define space. 

 

Goals/Objectives: 

To create a miniature architectural installation using yarn. 

To create the illusion of space by varying the measure of a line. 

 

Materials: a sturdy Shoe Box 

 yarn in multiple colors and yarn cut into  

• two 10’ lengths per student 

• additional yarn, rope and yarn—all uncut  

  scissors 

  scotch tape 

  a large finishing nail (or tool to punch holes in the shoe box) 

  paper—9” x 12” 

  charcoal pencil 

 

 
 

 

Duration:  1 hour 

 

Methodology:   

 

Part 1 

 

1. Draw 15 small circles on 2 opposite sides of your shoebox.  The circles should not be in an even line; 

they should be randomly placed on each side. 

 

2.  With a screwdriver, nail, or other object, poke holes in the sides of your shoebox where you drew 

your circles. 

 



 
 

 

3.  Be careful not to poke yourself—make sure you don’t have your fingers where the screwdriver will 

come through the box. 

 

 

 

 
 

4.  Continue to poke all of the circles on both sides of the box. 

 

 
 



5.  Tape the end of a 10’ section of yarn to keep the frayed ends together.  

It’s very similar to a shoestring. 

 

  
 

 

6. Pull the yarn all of the way through one side of the box to the other side.  Make a knot at the end of 

the yarn that is not taped. 

 

 
 

 



 

7. Continue threading the yarn through all of the holes. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

8. Make sure to pull the yarn taught (tightly), but be careful not to warp your cardboard box. 

 

 
 

8. Remember to thread the yarn in a random order. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Also, remember to pull the yarn tightly. 

 

 
 

 

 

10.  When you are at the end of the yarn, or when you have threaded the last hole in your shoebox, tie a 

knot at the end of the yarn.  Then tape over the knot and trim the excess yarn. 

 

 

 
 

 



11.  Finished Project 

 

   
  

 

 

 

Part 2 

 

1. Using the yarn/yarn in your box as guides, you’ll make a drawing of the inside of your sculpture. 

 

2. Draw the parts of the yarn that are closest to you with a darker or heavier and thicker line.  The parts 

of the yarn that are farther away from you will be drawn with a lighter and thinner line. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

3. Look carefully.  Consider the direction that the line in moving in space.  Is it a vertical or diagonal 

line?  Does it slightly more to the left that the line next to it?  Is it overlapping another line? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



4. What can you tell me about creating an illusion of space?  Is this space shallow or deep? 

 

5. Finished Project 

 

 

                 
 

 

Part 3 

 

 If there’s time, try creating a collaborative installation with yarn in your classroom! 


